
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE NORWEGIAN NOBEL COMMITTEE  

CONCERNING THE INCLUSION OF SVETLANA SLAPŠAK AMONG THE  

“1000 WOMEN FOR THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE FOR 2005  

 
Most likely we, the undersigned, are not the only ones who feel both insulted and alarmed by such a manner of 

obscuring the actual state of affairs and distorting reality as it is done under the project of nominating one 

thousand women in one single year to serve the pretence of not knowing in the name of political correctness. 

We feel insulted and alarmed for two reasons: 

1. As we recognise in this act a demagogic gesture resembling those forming the populist arsenal of the 

Yugoslav government prior to the federation's dissolution, e.g. annual march of 100 women to Mount 

Triglav (the highest mountain peak in the country). We well know that initiatives of this kind failed to 

bring any substantial improvement with regard to women's position in society – only to grant certain 

privileges to the authorities which instigated them. Today, this kind of “enhancing the role” of women 

may only conceal the increasing multiple discrimination against women under neoliberal regimes both 

in Europe and around the world (in employment, workplace, education, etc.). Therefore we are 

legitimately concerned that this time as well such a manner of “promoting” women will most likely 

distract the public’s attention from perpetrators of discrimination and their concrete actions. While such 

initiatives may confer a particular benefit on their authors and those winners who have not merited the 

Prize for their conduct, they remain more or less detrimental to all others concerned. Moreover, it is our 

belief that the one thousand nominees also include women who would merit the Nobel Peace Prize 

without resorting to quotas, campaigns and pressure of pseudo-feminist hypocrisy. In our opinion, such 

an initiative provides an argument for those who claim that we might soon see the advent of a new era 

of obscurantism – in this concrete instance, through awarding prizes to and bestowing the related social 

prestige also on those who are apt to love acclaim but not deserve it, as well as through the parody of 

benevolence that has been given the name political correctness. 

2. As the one thousand nominees also include women who have not merited any form of recognition for 

their deeds. Such an example is Mrs Svetlana Slapšak, the Nobel Peace Prize nominee from Slovenia, 

who most certainly portrays herself as a fighter for human rights, especially the rights of women, while 

to the undersigned of this letter, she has been through direct contacts, experience and reading of her 

works mainly known for violating these same rights, civil codes and other legal regulations the purpose 

of which is to ensure minimum social equity. She is, likewise known as a person who manipulates 

human and especially women’s misfortune, as well as degrades and socially undermines fellow people, 

as a person of very insulting if not downright racist views, perceiving the relationship between men and 

women as a permanent social war from which it is possible to draw advantage. We are disappointed to 

see that the people who have proposed her nomination sought arguments for their decision in other 

recognitions awarded to Mrs Slapšak rather than her actual achievements and writings. If Mrs Slapšak 

was indeed what she purports to be, she would rather distance herself from the nomination and refuse to 

exploit it for commercial purposes (See e.g. webpage: http://www.ish.si/novica-sslapsak.htm). 

What we as members and collaborators of Tropos – Association for Historical, Social and Other 

Anthropologies and Cultural Activities (www.tropos.si) would wish to propose to the Norwegian Nobel 

Committee is thus to reconsider the political, cultural and moral implications of this initiative as well as 

verify the nominees’ actual writings and deeds. 

Yours sincerely, 

Peter Arko, BA Ethn. and Soc. Cult. 
Alenka Janko Spreizer, PhD Sc. 

Alenka Koderman, Academic Painter 

Vlado Kotnik, PhD Sc., Publicist 

Taja Kramberger, BA Hist., Poetess, Publicist 

Gašper Malej, BA Comp. Lit., Translator 

Sabina Mihelj, PhD Sc. 

Drago B. Rotar, PhD Sc., Publicist 

Barbara Zych, BA Soc. Cult. and Phil. 
In Ljubljana, September 28, 2005 

Translated by Manca Gašperšič 
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