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Liberty of the Tyrants 

 

 

I. 

To tear a man or a woman 

out of the circle of their dearest ones: 

take their coordinates, from which 

they battle with a spiral wind of a tramontane 

and with a sudden 

invasion of stupidity. 

 

Flay their skin off till the bones, 

take possession  

of their vital juice, of their legacy, 

let their relics be ascribed to you. 

 

But even beforehand, when they’re still alive, 

screw them in the mud, 

stimulate general catalepsy 

as to the bravery of the uttered be evaporated 

as to the sense of the heard be covered. 

 

Burn them on the academic stake 

at the hollow grin of the mechanical puppets, 

which interrogate students 

and foist them their own 

sick phantasms.  

 

Put on a white dress 

after the autodafé 

and with a mastered smile 

announce  a new, 

better and nicer start. 

 

 

With a body you can do everything. 
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With mind and spirit 

you can do everything. 

 

If  you have them. 

  

II. 

Extract the spirit of a man or a woman 

out of their body: 

prohibit their books, 

present their thoughts as dangerous 

cerebral missiles, stick on them 

a paranoiac stigma. 

 

Spit on their opus, cut it in pieces, work, 

which they had drawn out with great effort, 

so that only a few perplexed footsteps  

in the snow remain after them. 

 

Trample even these! 

 

Erase their achievements 

so as to not a single prop persist, 

that none, not even an absent 

proof of their existence is left. 

 

Not a single prop for a restless thought 

of somebody, who 

would like to live and  

create in this place. 

 

Liberty of tyrants comes before our liberty. 

There, where those of us who love freedom 

expect laughter and cry of life, 

even death silently withdraws herself from it. 

 

 

Translated by Taja Kramberger and Tom Clancy 


